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on Impcrio] Proolemtion for th: convoention of ths Impsria) 
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awrYticls 2. 


The Mambcre shel) essenbl: in the .I6]11 of thrir respzctive 
Houses, upon ths dey sp3cificd in th. Imp-rie l Proclemation of 
convocation. 


a¥ticls 3. 


Th: President ea 
tivis shell both o 
throes erndideatcs r 
thos? offices, 
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rticis 4. 


Finch “oust shell aivids the whole nunbsr of its Monbers into 
sevorn) Sectinns bv Jot, end in eech Section » Crt-f shell be 
elected by end from emone th: Mambsrse bslonzine thercto. 


sYticls 5. 


Ypon the orzrnizetion of both houses, the dev for the oraning 
of the Inpcris] Dist shell ba fixed by Imosriel Ordar, end tho 
carcnony of opsninz shell bé cc lcbtret-d by th: asssublins of the 
Menbars of both ousas in ths "'ouse of Poers. 


On tus oecesion referred to in the preecding urticls, the 
functions of President shill b: excreiscd by thc Prssidsnt of 
the “ouse of Pesrs. 
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gulets the dibetecs ond represen he “Ynuss outside thercof. 


‘rticle ll. 
™re TPr3eident of zack Mause sho )] continue to assume the 
direction of thebusiness of the “ouse during the intorvol thet 
the Iist ie rot in sission. 


rticls 12. 
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Article 15. 
The President and the Vice-"resident of each House, shall, 
upon the expiration of their teim of office, continue to exercise 


their functions, until their siccessors have been nominated by 
the smperor. 


Article 16. 


In each House there shall be appointed a Chief Secretary and 
several Secretaries 


The Chief Secretery shall be of the "Chokunin" rank and the 
Secretaries of the "Scnin" rani 


17. 
The Chief Secretury shali, under the direction of the 


President, supervise the busin2ss of the Secretaries and append 
his signature to official documents. 


The Secretaries shall compile the records of debates, make 
drafts of other documents, and manage business generally. 


Required functionaries other than Secretaries and of 
"Hannin" rank and under shall be appointed by the Chief Secretary. 


Article 18. 


The expenses of both Houses shall be defrayed out of the 
National Treasury. 


CHAPTER IIl. 


PHE ANNUAL ALLOWANCSS TO THE PRESIDENT, 
VICE-PRESIDENT AND L.EXIBERS. 


Article 19. 


The President of the respective Houses shall receive each 
an annual allowance of seven thousand five hundred yen and the 
Vice-President that of four thousand five hundred yen each; while 
such Members of the House of feers as have been elected thereto 
and such as have been nominated there to by the Emperor, and the 
liembers of the House of Kepresentatives, shall each receive an 
annual allowance of three thousand yen. They shall also receive 
travelling expenses in accordance with regulation to be specially 
provided. liembers, however, who do not comply with the summons of 
convocation, shall receive no annual allowance. 
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The President, Vice-President and liembers may be allowed 
to decline their respective annual allowance. 

Members, who are in 1%} we oyice of the Government, shall 
receive no suzn aiiicel 2 Taree 


In the case mentioned ia Arvinsa 25, the | embers concerned 
shall receive in adcition to * al alicwance mentioned in 
the first clause ot the pr.sens Aesiasle, an allowance of not more 
than five yen per dienr, - 102 0ci2 wit the schedule determined 
by the respective touses 


The Presidens, Vite Fresiceut and Nembers of the respective 
Houses shall be entitieai te sue » Of trains gratis on the 
State Railways sudiec: vo vogulstlons specified elsewhere. 


WLITTERS 


Article 20. 


Committees shall be cf three kinds, a Committee of the 
whole House, and Standing ana Special Committees. 


The Comittee of the Whole House is composed of the whole 
number of the ‘iembers of the House. 


The Standing Committee ‘ be peveded into several branches 
according to the requirene sts 0 ; and in order to engage 
in the examination of matt: r wi hin its province, the 
several Sections shall ‘rom emang tas He ers ox vhe House, 
respectively elect an ecia vieoer «f members to the Standing 
Committeeship. The term of tne Standi Commi tteesnip shall last 
during a single session ony 


The Special Committees $23 be chosen by the House and 
specially entrusted 4. °h 2 exenination of « certain particular 
matter. 


The Chatiman ‘of she Coraipsy of the Waele Aowes, shall be 
elected for Geen sesscon acs whe Yerinning oc tee Same. 


The Chairnen of both the Standing ard Special Committees shall 
be respectively elected et the mestings of tue Committees, by and 
from among the menbers thereof. 
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Article 22. 


No debate can be opened nor can any resolution be passed 
by the Committee of the ‘/nole House, unless more than one 
third of the entire nombers of tha liembers of the House are 
present, or by cither the Standiir; or by the Special Committees 
unless more than ons half of the members of the same is present. 


Avticle 23. 

No stranger, cther than Members of the House, shall be 
admitted to the mectings of eirher the Standing or of the Special 
Committecs. clembers may also be excluded from such meetings by 
resolution of the respective Conmittees. 

Article 24, 


The Chairman of each Committee shall report to the House 
concerning the procecdings and results of the meetings of the 
Committee he presides. 


Article 25. 
Each House may, at the request or with the concurrence of 


the Government, cause a Committee to continue the examination 
of Bills during the interval when the Diet is not sitting. 


CHAPTER V. 
SITTINGS. 


Article 26. 


The President of each House shall determine the orders of 
the day and report the same to the House he presides. 


In the orders of the day, the Bills brought in by the Govern- 
ment shall have precedence, except when the concurrence of the 
Governnent has been obtained to the contrary, in case of urgent 
necessity for debates. 


Article 27. 


A project of law shall be voted upon, after it has passed 
through three readings. But the process of three readings may 
be omitted, when such a course is demanded by the Government 
or by not less than ten Ilembers, and agreed to by a majority 
of not less than two thirds of the Members present in the House. 
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Article 26. 


Bills brought in by the Gevernment shall never be voted 
upon, without havin: » en first sui:itted to the examination 
of a Committee. Sut i: may ‘nevwise, when it is so 


denanded by the Government, in c¢ f urgent necessity. 


Article 29. 


vhon a liember moves to introduce a Bill or to make an 
amendment of a Billi, such motion shill not be made to the sub- 
ject of debate, unless it is supporucd by not less than twenty 
ilenbers. 


Article 30. 


The Government shall be at liberty at any tine to either 
amend or withdraw any Bill which it has alrcady brought in. 


Article 31. 


All Bills shall, through the mediun of a Itinister of State, 
be presented to the Emperor by the President of that House, in 
which the Bill has been last voted upon. 


When, however, a Bill originating in cither one of the Houses 
has been rejected in the other, the rule set forth in the second 
clause of Article 54 shall be followed. 


Article 32. 


Bills which aftcr having been passed by both Houses of the 


Diet and presented to the Emperor, may reccive His Sanction, 
shall be promulgated before the nexy session of the Let. 


CHAPTE 1 VI : 


PROROGATION aND CLOSING. 


Arti cle 3 


The Government may at any time order the prorogation of 
either House for a period of not more than *ifteen days. 


When either House again meets after ihe toymmiaation of the 
prorogation, the debates of tne last meeting shell pe continued. 
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In case the House cf Peors 15 -red to proregue on account 
of the dissolv.tion of tire Hon. 1” teoresentatives, the rule set 
forth in the second ciuuse ox tn» precediag Article shall not 
apply. 


Bills, representations 19 petitions, that have not been voted 
upon up to the tine cf cic clisiag of the Imperial Dict, shall 
not be continued as the next Yn. It is, however, otherwise 


Fs « 
ae . 


in the case nentioned in Article 25. 


The closing of thx shall be effected in a joint meeting 
of both Houses, in e with Imperial Order. 
CHAPTER VII. 


SECRET SITTINGS. 


Article 37. 


In the following cases, the sittings of cither House may be 
held with closed doors:;-- 


1. Upon motion of cither the President or of not less than 
ten menbers and agreed to by the House. 


2. Upon the demand of the Governnent. 
Article 3&. 


When a notion to go into secret sitting is made either by 
the President or by not less than ten ‘Jenbers, the President 
shall cause the strangers to withdraw from the House, and shall 
then proceed, without debate, to take votes upon the motion. 


Article 39. 


The proceedings of a secret si’ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
PASSING OF THE BUDGET. 


Article 40. 


When the Budget is brought in the House of Representatives 
by the Governnent , the Commictee on the Budzet shall finish 
the examination cf the scu.e, within 21 days from the day 
on which it received it, end repurs thereon to the House. 
When the Budget is transi ezrau te the House of Peers, the 
Committee on the Budget shall finish the exanination, within 
twenty one days fron tho day on whieh it received it in the 
said House and report thereon to the House. Each House nay 
under unavoidable circumstances prolong the period for exani- 
nation by voting upon it provided that this period shall not 
excced an inclusive total of five days. 


Article 41. 


No motion for an anendrent to the Budget can be made the 
subject of debate at a sitting of the House, unless it is sup- 
ported by not less than thirty lienbers. 


CHAPTER IX. 


THE liINISTERS OF STATE AND THE 
DELEGATES OF THE GOVERNIENT. 


Article 42. 


The tiintsters of State and the Delegates of the Governnent 
shall be allowed at any time to speak. But the speech of no 
Member shall be interrupted that they may do so. 


Article 43. 


When a Bill has been referred in either House to a Connittee, 
the liinisters of State and the Delegates of the Government may 
attend the meetings of the Comittee and there cxpress their 
Opinions. 
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Article 44. 


A Comittee in meeting may, through the President demand 
explanations from the Delegates of the Governnent. 


Article 45. 

The Ilinisters of State an? the Delegates of the Government, 
except such of them as arc Lcmbers of the House, shall have 
no vote in the House. 

Article 46. 

“Ihmen a meeting of either a Standing or of a Special Committee 
is to be held, the Chairman thereof shall every tine report the 
fact to the Hinisters of State, and to the Delegates of the Govern- 
ment concerned in the matter to be considered. 

Article 47. 

The orders of the day and the notices relating to debates, 

shall, sinultancously with the distribution thereof among the 


lienbers be transnitted to the ilinisters of State and to the 
Delegates of the Government. 


CHAPTER X. 
QUESTIONS. 


article 48 . 


When a Liember in ocither House desires to put a question to 
the Governnent, he shall be required to obtain the support of 
not less than thirty lierbers. 


In putting such question, the Ionmber proposing it shall draw 
up a concise nenorandum and present it to the President, after 
he shall have signed it conjointly with the supporters. 


Article 49. 


The President shall transnit the memorandun on questions 
to the Government. A ilinister of State shall then cither in- 
nediately answer the questions, or fix the date for making such 
answer, and when he does not do so, he shall. explicitly state his 
reasons therefor. 


Article 50. 
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Article 50. 


When an answer has been or hase net been obtained from a 
Hinister of State, any Herbov may ..cve a representation concerning 


the affairs of the qu2sti 


When either Hous? Cecites to presont oa: address to the En- 
peror, it shuil be pres.nte! by 74 in writing; or the President 
may be directed, as the renresentative cf thc House, to ask an 
audience of the imperor, and present the sane to hin. 


The representations of cither House to the Government shall 
be presented in writing. 


article 52. 
No motion for such address and representation shall in cither 


House be made the subject of debate, unless not less than thirty 
Members support it. 


CHAPTER XII. 


RELATIONS OF THD T\0 HOUSES OF THE 


r r oeee >—tUIDD 
Li! fe) Rival OT iBR. 


Article 53. 


Wiun the exception ef the Sidget, » Bills of the Government 
may be brought in either ons of the Houses first, according to 
the convenience of the casc. 


When a Gcvernment 2? t .yacset an cithor House, 
with ov withour amendmens, i. shad. then be carrica into the 
other House. When the second louse either concurs in or dis- 
sents from the vote of the first House, it shall, simultaneously 
with addressing the Emperor, report to the first House. 


In case a Bill introduced by cither House is rejected by 
the other House, the second House shall report the fact to the 
first House. 


DOCUMENT 202 


Article 55 


When cither House makes amendments to a Bill carried into 
it from the othcr Eousc, the Bil]. as amended shall be returned 
to the first Housc. When the first Ecuse agrees to the amend- 
ments, it shall, simuitaneously with addressing the Emperor, 
report to the Second House. WJnen, on the other hand, the first 
House does not agree to such ancniments, it may demand a 
conference of the two Houses. 


When cither House demands a conference, the other House 
cannot refuse it. 


Article 56 
Both Houses shall elect an equal number, not more than ten, 
of Managers to meet in conference. ‘shen the Bill in question 
has been adjusted in that Hcous2, which had cithcr received it 
from the Governnent or had initiated it, and the Bill is then 
carried to the other House. 


No motion for amendments can be made to a Bill that has 
been adjusted in a conference. 


Article 57. 

The ljinisters of State, the Delcogates of the Government and 
the Presidents of both Houses, are at liborty to attend a con- 
ference of the two Houses and to express their opinions thereat. 

Article 58. 


No strangers are allowed to be present at a conference of tho 
two Houses. 


Article 59. 


At a confercnce of thc two Houses, vote shall be taken by 
secret ballot. in the event of a tie vote the Craéirnan shall have 
the casting vote. 


Article 60. 


The Managers from the two Houses shall separately elect one 
of themselves Chairman of the conference. The Chairman thus elccted 
shall occupy the chair at alternate meetings of the conference. 
The Chairmanship of the first meoting shall be settled by the 
drawing of lots. 


article 61. 
All othcr regulations besides what is provided for in the 


present Chapter, as to any business in which both Houses, are 
concerned, shall be determined by a conference of the two Houses. 
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All pctitions addressed te catne?r House by people shall be 
received throuzn vhe mcdiun of 
Arti S 
Petitions shall be submitted, in cither House, to the 
examination of the Conmittce on Potitions. 


“hon the Cormittee on Petitions considers that a petition 
is not in conformity with the established rules, the President 
shall return it througi: the ..mocr, threush the medium it was 
originally presentcd. 


Ay ticle 64. 


The Committee on Petitions shall compile a list, in which 
shall be noted the essential points of cach petition, and shall 
report once a woek to the Housc. 

when it is asked for by a special report of the Co: nittee 
on Pctitions or by not less than thirty licmbers of the :ouse 
either House may piocecd to debate on the matter of the petition 
in question. 


Article 65. 


‘hon cither House passes a vote to entertain a petition the 
petition shall then be sent to the Governient, together with a 
nenorinl of the Hovse thorcon, and tne House may, according to 

a 


Ni» 
cirewsvances, demand report thereon of the Govermicnt. 
Article 66. 


Neither House can receive a petition presented by proxy, 
excepting when such proxy is a party recognized by law as an 
artificial person. 


A»ticle 67. 


Neither House can reccive petitions for anoending the 
Constitution. 


Article 68. 
Petitions shall be in tho forr: and stylo of a prayer. No 


petition, that is not entitlcd such, or that docs not conform 
with the proper form and stylc, shall be reecived by either House. 
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Article 69. 


Neither House can receive a petition that contains words of 
disrespect towards tne Imperial Fanily or those of insult to tre 
Governnent or the House. 

Article 70. 


Neither House can receive petitions interfering with the ad- 
ninistration of justice or with acministrative litigation. 


Article 71. 
Both Houses shall separately receive petitions and shall not 
interfere cach with the other in such matters. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


THE RELATIONS BET'VEEN THE HOUSES AND 
THE PEOPLE, THE GOVERNIIENT OFFICES 
AND THE LOCAL ASSEMBLIES. 


Article 72. 
Neither House is allowed to issue notifications to the pcople. 
Article 73. 


Neither House is allowed, for prosecution of examinations, 
to sunmons persons or to direct a liember to repair outside the 
precincts of the House. 


Article 74. 

‘hen either House, for the purposes of exanminaticns asks the 
Governnent for necessary reports or docunents, the Government 
shall cornply, provided such reports or documents do not relate 
to any secret natter. 


Other than with the Iiinisters of State and the Delegates of 
the Government, neither House can hold any correspondence with 
any Government Office or with any Local Asscnbly. 


CHaPTER XV 
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CHAPTER XV. 
RETIREMENT AND OBJ 


eT 


QUALIFICATION OF 


Article 76. 


When a liember of the House of Representatives has been 
appointed a llembar of the Huse of Peers, or has received an 
official appointment, which by law disubles hin fron being a 
Member, he shall be considered as vetired. 


Article 77. 


When a licmber of the House of Representatives has lost any 
of the qualifications of eclizibility mentioned in the Law of Elec- 
tion, he shall be considered as rotired. 


Article 78. 


when an objection is raised in the House of Representatives 
as to the qualifications of any of its Nenbers, a Special Con- 
nittee shall be appointed to cxaziine into the matter, upon a 
specified day, and the resolution of the House shall be taken 
upon the reccipt of the report of the said Comnittec. 


Article 79. 


“henever, in a Court of Law, legal proccedings pertinent to 
an election suit have been commenced, the House of Representatives 
cannot institute enquirics on the sane matter. 


articlo 80. 


Until the disqualification of a ilember has been proved, he 
shall not lose either his seat or his vote in the House. In de- 
bates relating to enquiries into his own qualifications, a MNenber, 
though at liberty to offer explanations, cannot take part in 
votins thereon. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, RESIGNATION AND 
SUBSTITUTIONAL ELECTION. 


Article 81. 


The President of cither House shall have tho power to grant 
to Members a leave of absence for a period not exceeding a week. 
As to a leave of absence for a period of more than a week, 
permission nay be given by the House. No pernission shall be given 
for a leave of absence for an unlimited period of tine. 
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Article 82, 


No liember of either Houses esa nbcent hinself from the meetings 
of the House or of a Conmittes, witout forwarding to the President 
a notice setting forth proper reasons therefor. 


, 
Ps 


4 Rs 
CiL€e ~je 


The House of Rovrésertatives stall have power to accept the 
resignation of a Lien. 


Artici.e 34, 

When, fror any cause whatever, a vacancy occurs anong the 
lienbers of the House of Kkeprescntalives, the President shall 
report the fact to the liinister of State for Hone Affairs, denand- 
ing a substitutional clection. 

CHAPTER XVII. 
DISCIPLINE AND POLICE. 
article 85. 

For the maintenance of discipline in either House during its 
session, the power of internal police shall be exercised by the 
President, in accordance with the present Law and such regulations 
as may be determined in the respective Houses. 


Article 86. 


Police officials required by cither Housc, shall be provided 
by the Governnent and put under the direction of the President. 


Article 87 ° 


When, during a mocting of the House, any lienber infringes the 
present Law or the rues of debate, or in any way disturbs the 
order of the House, the President shall cither warn hin, stop hin, 
or order hin to retract his vrerarks. When he fails to obey the 
order of the President, the latter shall have the power either to 
prohibit him from speaking airing tho romainder of the necting, or 
to order him to leave the Hail. 


Article &@ * 
“hen the House is in a sta f excitenent and it is found 


difficult to nainzain order, e President shall have power either 
to suspend the necting or close it for the day. 


article 89. 
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when any stranger disturds 
to leave the Houre, and 


handed over to a police 


hin 
be 


3 


Vhen the 
President may 


strangcr' 


Article 


When any disturbs tho 
of Statc, the 


the attention 


person 


~~ 


Dp nr 
President 


cf the 


Article 


th 
in cas 


office. 


Gsbate, the President may order 
cf necessity, may cause hin to 


in a state of commotion, the 
to leave the House. 


90. 


order of the House, the Ministers 


Delegates of the Government and the Nenbers, may call 
therc 3 * 


YL 


In neither House snall the utterance of expression or the 
making of speeches, implying disrespect to the Imperial House, be 


allowed. 


Article 


92. 


In neithcr House, shall the use of coarse language or person- 


alities be allowed. 
article 


When any 
House or at a meeting of 
and demand that proper nea 
taliation among embers. 


CHAPTER 


DISCIPLIN:RY ¢ 


Article 
Both Houses shall have th: 
punishment, to the 


Te spectiv 


Articie 
In cach House there sg? 
Ciplinary Punishment for na 
ary punishnent. 


.nen a case 
shall, in the first place, 
the matter, and shall deliver 
case to the consideration of 


or disciplinary 


the 


Member has been vili 
Comnittec, he 
sures be 


instruct the 
sentence after having 


93. 


ficd or insulted cither in the 
shall appeal to the House 


taken. There shall be no re- 


XVIII. 


PUNISHLENTS 


94, 


nete out disciplinary 


oc 
J De 


eae a Cornnittee on Dis- 
into cases of disciplin- 


nent occurs , the President 
Committee to enquire into 


subnitted the 
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When a case for disciplinary punishment occurs at a meeting 
of a Committee or in a Section, tne Chairman of the Committee or 
the Chief of the Section shal] report the matter to the President 
and require measures to be taken thereon. 


Article 96. 
Disciplinary punishment shall be as follows:- 


1. Reprimands at an open meeting of the House. 

2. Expression by the offender of a proper apology at an 
open mecting of the House. 

3. Suspension of the offender from presence in the House 
for a certain length of tine. 

4. Expulsion. 


In the House of Representetives, expulsion shall be decided 
upon by a majority vote of nore than two thirds of the Ilembers 
present. 


Article 97. 


The House of Representatives shall have no power to deny a 
seat to a Miember that has been expelled, when he shall have been 
reelected. 


Article 98. 


Any Meriber shall, with the support of not less than twenty 
Members, have the right to make a motion for the infliction of a 
disciplinary punishment. 


A notion for a disciplinary punishment shall be made within 
three days from tho commission of the offence. 


Article 99. 


When, for non-compliance, without substantial reasons, with 
the Imperial Proclamation of convocation within one week fron the 
date specified therein, or for absence, without good reasons, fron 
the meetings of the House or of a Connittee, or for having exceeded 
the period of his leave of absence, a Member has received a summons 
fron the President and still persists in delaying his appearance, 
without good grounds for so dcing, for one week after the receipt 
of the said summons, he shall, in the House of Peers, be suspended 
from taking his seat, and tne matter shall be submitted to the 
Emperor for his decision. In the House of Representatives, such a 
Member shall be expelled therefron. 


